SOCAL WATER POLO

WINTER

The SOCAL Spotlight
V O L U M E

2 5 ,

I S S U E

1

HIGHLIGHTS



Catch up on
the latest
SOCAL news
in this Winter
edition.



What do you
call a boomerang that
doesn’t return? Be the
first to email
the correct
answer to:

jzwirner@socal
waterpolo.com
and win a free tee
shirt!
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What’s New in the Pool?
Water polo is happening all over the
place! As this goes to print, our high
school girls are completing their seasons, with many advancing far into the
playoffs. Congratulations to our high
school student-athletes. SOCAL has
been part of their success and we
cheer them to victory. We welcome
everyone (Boys and Girls) to our
Spring Quarter commencing March 1.

volunteering, has decided to take a
break from coaching Splash
Ball. Mark was featured prominently
in USA Water Polo’s advertising for
Splash Ball for a photo showing his
joy and the player’s focus. Surely
Mark’s good heart and love of the
Splash Ballers was evident on deck all
the time. I will miss you,
Mark! Thank you!

We need more younger players from
our area to play polo. Please check
out our “Bring a Friend Night” on
March 1 and our new “Water Polo
Lite” low cost introductory programs. Your ideas are welcome, too.

Our mandatory SOCAL Positive
Coaching Alliance Workshop is
coming up on Friday, April 26. Do
not miss the Event. Congratulations
to Ed Reynolds who has been selected as one of the 50 Finalists for PCA
Coach of the Year! The recognition
is long over due..

A special thank you to Mark Zwirner,
who after several years of dedicated
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Finally, I would like to welcome Jeff

Colton to SOCAL. Jeff is currently
the Head Varsity Coach at Foothill
High School, one of the top programs in the USA. SOCAL looks
forward to a positive and beneficial
relationship with Jeff on deck.
Have a Great Spring Quarter.

Andrew Rowe,
General Manager and President
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SOCAL DOES IT AGAIN!
Once again, SOCAL Water Polo
Foundation received the USA
Water Polo Chairman’s Cup for
its stellar year across all age
groups and genders in 2012 as
the top rated Club in the USA.
This marks the fourth consecutive year and fifth year SOCAL
WP has received this award.
Both the 12U boys and girls
picked up gold at the National
Junior Olympics while the 16U
boys took silver and the 14U
boys, 16U girls, and 18U girls all
grabbed bronze. Three other
SOCAL squads turned in top ten
performances at the NJO's,
marking SOCAL as one of the

most well-rounded groups at
the world's largest water polo
tournament. SOCAL added to
that haul with a bronze medal at
the women's US Open of Water Polo and a top five finish for

both the boys and girls at
the TURBO Champions Cup
this past fall.
Congratulations to all - this
award belongs to you!

SOCAL Coaches receive the Chairman’s Cup Award
L-R Jason Lynch (SOCAL/Foothill High), Shane Unger (SOCAL/Tustin
High), Andy Coffman (SOCAL/University High), Tony Chanove
(SOCAL) and Ed Reynolds (SOCAL) (Not pictured - Dave Carlson
SOCAL/Los Alamitos High School coach)

P AGE

2

Water Polo– Lite
coming soon to a pool near you!

Get the word out, there’s an introductory program for boys and girls ages 9 to 12.

March 11—May 2 at Foothill HS
Boys 6:00 - 7:15 on Mon/Wed
Girls 6:30 - 7:45 PM on Tues/Thurs
Only $99 for the session. Register on-line now!

SHOOT IT MAYBE?
By Gretchen Reynoso (with Apologies to Carly Rae Jepsen)
“Hey, I just passed
it to you,
And don’t be lazy,
You’re at 5 meters
So shoot it
maybe?”
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Get out the microphones - it’s time
to be discovered. Sing loud and
enjoy a new version of a familiar
song
I threw the ball into set,
I should have shot at the net,
It was my biggest regret,
And now you’re in my way,
The ball bounced off of the bar,
It didn’t go very far,
I got it back right away
But now you’re in my way.
Your side was holdin’
Turn, Spin
Defender’s goin’
Step out, You need to finish
What do you think you’re doin’ Baby?

But hold your side now,
So shoot it maybe?
You took your time with the ball,
Took no time with the fall,
You gave me nothing at all,
But still, you’re in my way,
I sprint and follow and steal,
Have foresight and it’s real,
I didn’t know I would feel it,
But it’s in my way
Your side was holdin’
Turn, spin
Defender’s goin’
Step out , You need to finish
What do you think you’re doin’ Baby???

CHORUS:
Hey, I just passed it to you,
And don’t be lazy,
You’re at 5 meters
So shoot it maybe?

CHORUS
When you shot over the cage,
You missed it so bad,
It was so bad,
Really so, so bad.

It’s hard to look right,
When he’s driving
But get around him,
So shoot it maybe?

When you lobbed it at the goal,
You missed it so bad,
It was so bad, Really so, so bad,
And you should know that
So shoot it maybe?

CHORUS
And all the other boys,
Try to block it,

Follow with the CHORUS 20 times
and you’ve got it!
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Register
March 1 for
SPRING
SESSION!

Send it in!
Student of the Month?
Accepted to College? We
want to know!
We ‘d love to share the accomplishments of our awesome
players outside the pool.
Send your news to Janet
Zwirner at:
jzwirner@socalwaterpolo,com

While we can’t promise we’ll
print it, we’ll sure try!
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SOCAL Decked the Halls and Celebrated BIG!
We had plenty of help on pick up day
from many players from 14U and 12U
boys and girls' programs. It was a fun day!
More importantly, everyone raved about
the quality and beauty of their Christmas
tree. Plan now to order your tree this
November!
As tournaments ended and weather
cooled, SOCAL was busy with fundraising and celebrating a great year.
We sold Christmas trees and holiday
wreaths in November and although
we had a late start, we had a successful fundraiser. SOCAL water polo
made $1,500 profit that will go towards buying the Colorado timing
system.

Next on the 2012 calendar,
the annual SOCAL youth
banquet took place, this
time in the new Foothill
Event Center. We had a blast celebrating our players and coaches with
awards, TK burgers (currently the
editor’s favorite burger) and crazy
looking kids in the photo booth.
What a great family we are! Here’s
to another year of awesomeness.

Follow us on Facebook!
SOCAL Water polo
Foundation
Thank you for all the

SOCAL Adopts 3 Families at Christmas
SOCAL WP blessed
three families by
giving Christmas
trees and gifts donated by our families to
spread some Christmas cheer. Santa
Andrew and his elves delivered the
gifts to the surprised and grateful
families. Here’s what they had to
say.

cial. We will never forget the impact
and change the Christmas tree and
presents brought. God Bless you all.”

The SALGADO FAMILY said:

The RIVERA FAMILY said:

“We appreciate your generous
hearts, thank you for the blessings
that they did not expect. Thank
you for making this Christmas spe-

“Thank you so very much for everything you gave our family for Christmas, but most of all for putting a smile
on Ashley's face. She loved every

things you gave our
family...but most of all
single present. Ashley wrote to
Santa, ‘Dear Santa, Thank you for putting a smile on
so much for all the presents
Ashley’s face”
you brought me and my family. I love them all.’ ”

The JARAMILLO FAMILY said:
“Thank you for all the things
you gave to my daughter, husband and me and for my child
to believe that Santa exists was
a blessing. We are so thankful
for your united generosity, the
clothing, food, gas. everything
was a great blessing. I hope
one day I can help you with
something.”

Don’t forget to
check the calendar
often!!!
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(Bring a friend Friday)
For 10s and youth boys and girls
March 1st
7:00 pm - 8:30 PM
Foothill pool
You won’t want to miss this - bring a
friend or two and enjoy some Pool, Pizza
and Prizes. (Good prizes like half off summer
registration, tee shirts, a free private lesson things like that)

PCA Players of the Quarters
Congratulations to our SOCAL
PCA Players of the winter quarter.
These athletes were chosen by their
coaches for demonstrating excellent
sportsmanship based on the triplecompetitor pledge:
10U - Annika Doelman
Any coach will tell you that one of
the most important factors for a
player’s success is his/her willingness
to pay attention to instruction and
then apply it. Annika has demonstrated her ability to listen and learn
with her constant improvement over
the last couple months, capping it
with a number of goals at the
Winterfest tournament.
12U Girls - Celeste Wihnbelt
Celeste has a bright future because
her effort and learning rates surpass

all others. She (and her BFF Natalie)
brighten practices with their fancy
caps and ballet. Celeste is a fiercely
intense competitor and a lover of life
outside the pool. We hope she never grows into her big bright eyes because her countenance lifts everyone’s spirits.
12U Boys - Chase Gibson
Always gives the maximum effort
while taking the time to ask questions
about technique and certain situations. Chase always has a positive
attitude and is eager to get in the
pool. Chase is a person you are always happy to have on your team
14U Girls - Kate Schmitt
Kate Schmitt is the Youth Girls
“Guardian Angel”. Recently, she
popped into our lives volunteering as
a Goalie when we needed one. Kate

gives 100% all the time. Kate is
mature beyond her years -- always cheerful, uplifting, positively
present, supportive of her teammates and self-sacrificing. In a
vote of her teammates, Kate
would list highest of all the team
in respecting herself, her teammates, the rules, and the officials.
14U Boys - Joe Shaw
Joe exemplifies one of the major
tenants of what it means to be a
Triple Impact Competitor. Joe
has taken his conditioning very
seriously this Winter Quarter
and has improved immensely. Joe
is elevating himself as a water
polo athlete and as a human being.

